OLIVER TWIST: Scene one
In the workhouse. Children are seated at tables looking very miserable and eating their gruel. A group of four boys are seated chatting down stage.
Narrator 1 - Since his birth, Oliver Twist had known nothing but poverty and hardship. 
Narrator 2 -During birth Oliver’s mother died, from that day on Oliver was moved regularly from orphanage to work farm and work farm to workhouse. 
SOUND FX 1 -BELL
Five boys are seen in conversation, plotting amongst themselves.
Workhouse boy 1 - I’m fed up not having enough food to eat.
Workhouse boy 2 - Yeah, every day I leave here hungry!
Workhouse boy 3 - I just wish we could get a little more food in our tummies to keep us going for work….
Workhouse boy 4 - Right, I’ve got a plan! Let’s draw straws. Whoever draws the shortest straw has to go up there and ask for more of this lovely gruel, alright?
Boys all grumble in agreement. A tense moment follows where we see each take a Straw from Workhouse boy 1. Oliver is the last to pick and receives the shortest Straw. The other boys goad him on and he makes his way over to the Workhouse cook.
Oliver - (Holding up his bowl) please sir, I want some more sir!
Workhouse cook -(Furious) Wha..wha….wha..JUST WHAT DID YOU SAY BOOOYYYY!!!!
Oliver -It’s just, I’m hungry sir, I want some more.
Workhouse cook -(Speechless) …Hangings too good for this one!!Mr. Bumble!!
Mr. Bumble - (Rushing in, pushing others aside) Out of my way! Out of my way! What’s all this about then?!
Workhouse cook -This one here, he wants more!
Mr. Bumble -Whaaaattt? More you say!!! Never in my life have I heard anyone complain about their one spoonful of delicious, mouth watering gruel! This place is far too good for you, young man!
Oliver is dragged by the scruff of the neck offstage by Mr. Bumble. 
Narrator 3 -From there Oliver was sent to work for a local undertaker, where he was treated even more miserably than in the workhouse.
Narrator 4 -Oliver was so desperate that he decided to run away, all the way to London. It took him seven full days to walk the distance.

